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Author Study Lesson Plan: Stages of Growth in a Flower

Focus & Review:

Activity: The class will discuss a previous Dr. Seuss reading, Horton Hears a Who. The concept that every citizen in a community is important for the town’s well-being is similar to the message we will be reading today. In order for the environment to function correctly, everyone must make little changes in their daily lifestyle. Ask students, “What changes could be made to improve the environment?” Prompt a brief discussion about how environmental conditions affect the way we live. Introduce Dr. Seuss’ The Lorax to the students asking them to predict what it might be about.

Materials: 


•The Lorax book, by Dr. Seuss


•White board and dry erase markers


Time: 15 minutes

Objective: Students will read The Lorax by Dr. Seuss to gain a better understanding of why humans should respect the environment.


NCSCOS Standard: 

3 (1.02): Observe and describe how environmental conditions determine how well plants survive and grow in a particular environment.

Teacher Input:


•Read The Lorax, by Dr. Seuss to students

•As a group, come up with a list of purposes trees serve to the environment. Write them down for the students to see.

•Introduce the activity of growing our own flowers. Instead of growing trees like the book focuses on, students will learn about the stages of growth in flowers.

Materials:


•Poster for writing purposes of trees

•The Lorax book, by Dr. Seuss


Time: 25 minutes

Guided Practice:


•Teacher will provide an example of planting the flower in a plastic cup.

•Teacher will divide students into four groups. Each group will be given a cup and be instructed to place a few pebbles then a small amount of soil in the bottom of the cup. Students will place seeds on top of the soil, and then cover the remaining soil until 2/3 full.


•With the teacher’s guidance, each group will select and label a condition for their plant.

a. Station 1: full sun, water daily

b. Station 2: full sun, no water

c. Station 3: no sun, water daily

d. Station 4: no sun, no water

•Have students place their cup in a classroom location that matches their plant’s specified condition.

Materials:

•Plastic cup for each student (20)



•Soil



•Pebbles



•Flower seeds


Time: 15 minutes

Independent Practice:

At the beginning of the week, students will be given a, “Charting Plant Growth” worksheet, which will be used throughout the entire week. Throughout the duration of the unit, students will monitor their plants and chart its growth, along with an illustration each day of the changes that take place. At the end of the week, students will share with the class the stages of growth the plant produced. A class book of each plant and condition will be put together with these illustrations and added to the class library.


Materials:


•“Charting Plant Growth” worksheet for each student (20)


•Paper for plant growth illustrations


•Pencils & Markers


Time: 15 minutes (per day)

Closure:

Bring class together to discuss what actions can be taken to improve the environment (i.e. turn water off when not using, don’t litter, walk rather than drive, respect nature). Students will share their ideas and the teacher will write them down on a poster board to display in the classroom as a friendly reminder throughout the year.

Materials:

•Poster board to write ways to improve the environment


Time: 15 minutes

Author Study Lesson Plan

Focus and Review

Begin new author study with Roald Dahl, like we did with other author. Talk about what students want to learn about author and his books.
Objective

Connecting book to your own life. Practice story writing and story telling. Use the Magic Finger as a template for students to create their own story.
Teacher Input

While reading the story stop to comment, explain, and ask questions about characters and events and how they used “power”. 
Guided Practice

Hold a discussion where students debate on whether they thought what the girl did was right or wrong. If they liked what happened, etc. Discuss different points of view. 

Independent Practice

Write a story using a prompt about what students what do if they had a magic finger. Story should be about one page. Students will draw a picture to demonstrate a scene in the story.

Closure

Have students share their stories and illustrations with the class.
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EDN 344- Author Study: Tomie dePoala 

Author: Rachel Ward, Siobhan Nolan, Tiffani Frink
Based on lesson by: Rachel Ward 
Date created: 10/03/2011 10:00 PM EDT ; Date modified: 10/04/2011 11:08 PM EDT 

	GENERAL COMMENT AREA

	General Comments
	

	VITAL INFORMATION

	Subject(s) 
	History 

	Topic or Unit of Study 
	Native American Culture (art integration)

	Grade/Level 
	Grade 2 

	Summary 
	Learn the importance of art in Native American culture and heritage through use of literature and art

	1. Focus and Review (Establish Prior Knowledge)

	Activities and Setting 
	Students will state specific facts they remember learning in our last lesson on Native American culture

	Materials and Time 
	approximately 10 minutes

	II. Statement (Inform) of Objectives

	Activities and Setting 
	Today we will read The Legend of the Indian Paintbrush. We will learn the importance of art in Native American culture and recognize our own special talents.

	Materials and Time 
	less than 5 minutes

	III. Teacher Input (Present tasks, information, and guidance)

	Activities and Setting 
	The teacher will read The Legend of the Indian Paintbrush aloud to the class. She will stop while reading to explain the purpose of buck skin art. She will also explain what the "Dream-Vision" is. Throughout the story, the teacher will ask how relationships with the main character change and develop. At the end, the teacher will (through use of Tomie dePoala's note on the last page) inform the students about the (authentic) Indian paintbrush flower.

	Materials and Time 
	The Legend of the Indian Paintbrush; approximately 30 minutes

	IV. Guided Practice (Elicit performance)

	Activities and Setting 
	Students will each write down one unique talent of their own in a journal, to be shared with the class. Then the students will be paired and will use the information about their partner's special talent to create a Native American name for their partner.

	Materials and Time 
	paper and pencil; approximately 10 minutes

	V. Independent Practice- Seatwork and Homework (Retain and transfer)

	Activities and Setting 
	In class, the teacher will demonstrate and assist using paper bags to create a buck skin. The students will then pick their favorite part of the story and will paint the scene on their buck skins. For homework, the students will record in their journal what they chose to paint on their buck skins.

	Materials and Time 
	paper grocery bag, paintbrushes, paint; approximately 20 minutes

	VI. Closure (Plan for maintenance)

	Activities and Setting 
	In class the next day, students will add more decorations to their buck skins including feathers, beads, and ribbons. The teacher will display the buck skins around the room and will call on each student to explain their artwork to their classmates. Finally, the teacher will have the students gather on the rug to review. She will ask the students questions such as the title of the book, what the students learned, and what the importance of the buck skins were to the story.

	Materials and Time 
	beads, feathers, ribbons; approximately 30 minutes

	STANDARDS & ASSESSMENT

	Standards 
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NC- North Carolina Standard Course of Study 
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Subject: Social Studies 
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Grade/Topic: Grade 2REGIONAL STUDIES: LOCAL, STATE, UNITED STATES, AND WORLD 

The second grade study emphasizes community life in a variety of contexts with a major focus on geography. Students examine how communities may be linked to form larger political units, and how there are cultural, geographic, and economic ties. Through their study of various patterns of community living, the students begin to understand that people’s activities are influenced not only by their geographic location, but also by how they use the earth’s materials, the physical environment, and human traditions. By looking at communities from a geographic perspective, students become aware of some of the cultural, political, geographic, and economic factors that help bind communities together through both time and space.
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Competency Goal 2: The learner will evaluate relationships between people and their governments. 

Objective 2.03: Describe the interdependence among individuals, families, and the community.
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Subject: Arts Education 

[image: image9.png]


Grade: Grade 2 
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Subject Area: VISUAL ARTS 

The study of visual arts is cumulative and sequential to include learning introduced and emphasized at previous grade levels. The emphasis at this grade level is on:
-Awareness of themselves and their own community 
-Trying a variety of techniques and imagery to enhance the design solution 
-Emphasis and movement 
-Weather and seasons 
-Recognizing how artists create mood/emotions in their work 
-Reality and fantasy 
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Competency Goal 5: The learner will understand the visual arts in relation to history and cultures. (National Standard 4) 

Objective 5.02 : Identify selected characteristics of art from a particular culture. 

Objective 5.05 : Begin to realize that there have been diverse cultures in the world and each culture has produced art. 

Objective 5.07 : Discuss common themes such as families, community life, and beauty.

	Assessment/Rubrics 
	Students will be graded on quality of participation throughout lesson: Did he actively listen when I read the book? Did he volunteer answers to my questions? Does his artwork show genuine effort? Does he understand the importance of art and special talents in Native American culture?

	Reflective Information (complete after lesson is implemented)

	Sample Student Products 
	buck skin artwork

	Author's Comments & Reflections 
	Small or whole group? The instruction will take place as a whole group throughout the lesson except when students partner up to discuss their talents and Native American names.

Pre- and post-assessments? Students will be graded on quality of participation throughout lesson: Did he actively listen when I read the book? Did he volunteer answers to my questions? Does his artwork show genuine effort? Does he understand the importance of art and special talents in Native American culture?

How many days will this lesson encompass? This lesson will encompass 2 days of class time

What artifacts will be produced? The students will come away from this lesson with buck skin artwork (and a Native American name)
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